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Senators’ bipartisan oversight
bill would increase trans-
parency and accountability
over critical information tech-
nology projects at VA

WASHINGTON, DC - (U.S.
Senate)– The Senate unani-
mously passed U.S. Senators Jon
Tester (D-Mont.) and Marsha
Blackburn’s (R-Tenn.) bipartisan
bill to improve the management
and execution of information
technology (IT) programs and
projects at the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs (VA). The bill now
heads to the House for consider-
ation.  

The Senators’ Department of
Veterans Affairs IT Reform Act
would bring more accountability
and oversight to the office within
VA charged with delivering IT
projects critical to providing care
and benefits to millions of veter-
ans and their families across the
country. The bill requires in-
creased transparency into pro-
posed and current IT spending on
critical programs for veterans at
VA while also directing VA to in-
stitute a number of outstanding

From The Outdoor Wire

ANOKA, Minnesota –– Federal
Ammunition is proud to an-
nounce a contract award to sup-
ply high-performance
7.62x51mm NATO and other
novel ammunition for the U.S.
Army’s Next Generation Carbine
Technologies (NGCT) program.
This suite of ammunition utilizes
a specialized alloy cartridge case
allowing for elevated chamber
pressures and a reduction in am-

Gov. Lee signs executive order to allow
contact sports... from sports page 1
requirements at the local level
has helped achieve greater com-
munity buy-in as Tennesseans
adopt a new habit to protect lives
and livelihoods.”

Executive Order No. 55:

•Extends through August 29 Ex-
ecutive Order No. 54, which pro-
vides local government authority
concerning face coverings
•Strongly encourages schools to
adopt a policy requiring face
coverings for staff and students
of appropriate age and makes

clear that students, teachers,
school employees or contractors,
and school visitors may voluntar-
ily wear face coverings, except as
necessary to ensure school safety
and security
•Extends for 30 days (as permit-
ted by statute) Executive Order
No. 53 providing limited

Government Accountability Of-
fice (GAO) recommendations re-
lated to planning, management,
and operation of its Office of In-
formation and Technology (OIT).
“When veterans can’t access the
benefits and care they earned be-
cause the VA’s IT systems don’t
work, are over budget, or take
years to come online—well,
we’ve got to do something about
it,” said Tester, Ranking Member
of the Senate Veterans' Affairs
Committee. “I’m glad that my
Senate colleagues worked
quickly to pass our bipartisan bill
that will hold VA more account-
able to get veterans and VA’s
dedicated employees the IT sys-
tems they were promised, regard-
less of whether they’re in Big
Sandy or the Big Apple.”
“There is no time to waste when
it comes to bringing our veterans’
care into the 21st century,” said
Blackburn. “Congress appropri-
ated the proper funds for updated
technology, and those funds need
to be used responsibly by the VA.
I am pleased my Senate col-
leagues understand the urgent
need for the VA improve its man-

agement of information technol-
ogy projects and investments,
and am hopeful this bill will be
quickly passed by the House.”

For years, VA has been chal-
lenged to deliver and upgrade its
IT projects and systems on time
and on budget, hampering the ef-
ficient delivery of medical care
and benefits to veterans. Federal
IT programs have remained on
the GAO’s High-Risk List since
2015. In addition, VA received
low compliance scores in many
areas of the annual Federal Infor-
mation Technology Acquisition
Reform Act (FITARA) score-
card.
The Department of Veterans Af-
fairs IT Reform Act addresses
these and other shortcomings by: 
·Requiring VA to improve their
IT budgeting processes by re-
porting significant budget vari-
ances and providing mitigation
plans, creating expenditure plans
for IT projects, and improving
the accuracy and detail of the an-
nual President’s Budget request
for VA IT.  

·Prompting VA to fully imple-

ment OMB’s Data Center Con-
solidation Initiative – improving
VA’s FITARA compliance.
· Instituting a number of out-
standing GAO recommendations
to improve OIT’s management
and operation.
For fiscal year 2021, VA re-
quested $4.9 billion for IT— up
from $4.3 billion enacted levels
for fiscal year 2020. Tester has
long pressed the Department to
address key issues regarding
VA's IT budget, stating that it
does not clearly prioritize VA’s
needs for IT funding for benefits,
health care and memorial affairs
projects. VA’s under-investment
in and poor management of var-
ious IT programs has led to de-
lays in delivering critical IT
projects - including the Care-
givers Program expansion,
passed as part of the VA MIS-
SION Act, and the Forever G.I.
Bill. At a Senate Veterans’ Af-
fairs Committee hearing this
week, Tester raised concerns
with VA officials regarding tele-
health challenges facing veterans
in rural America both during and
after the COVID-19 crisis.    

Federal wins
ammunition
contract for

US Army Next
Generation
Carbine 
Program

COVID-19-related liability pro-
tection for health care providers
and hospitals
•Aligns the treatment of contact
and non-contact sports so that no
sports are prohibited by the state,
provided that participants follow
safety guidelines from their gov-
erning bodies or Tennessee
Pledge guidelines, as applicable
•Reinstates or adds certain regu-
latory flexibility to cope with
COVID-19, including:
•Incorporates recently issued
federal waivers regarding com-
mercial driver licenses;

•Waives Alcoholic Beverage
Commission fees for outdoor ex-
pansion of restaurant premises
due to COVID-19;

•Directs TennCare and the De-
partment of Health to establish
and reimburse certain COVID-
specific skilled nursing facilities;
and
•Allows licensed alcohol and
drug abuse counselors to practice
telemedicine to the same extent
as other licensed health care
providers during this emergency.

“This order will also con-
tinue to give local govern-
ments the authority to
determine mask require-
ments for their respective
constituencies...”

Stasia Mallin claims American Athletic Conf.
Women’s Soccer Scholar-Athlete of the Year
IRVING, Texas – A day after
earning the Commissioner's
Postgraduate Leadership Award,
Memphis women's soccer
alumna Stasia Mallin added an-
other accolade to her résumé in
being named the American Ath-
letic Conference's Women's Soc-
cer Scholar-Athlete of the Year,
the league office announced
Wednesday morning.

Chosen by the AAC's faculty
athletics representatives,
Wednesday's announcement
marks the second-straight year
Memphis women's soccer has
touted the accolade after Eliza-
beth Woerner was named confer-
ence's Women's Soccer
Scholar-Athlete of the Year last
season.

Mallin will receive a $2,000
scholarship from the league of-
fice, which can be applied to
graduate or professional studies
in addition to a $5,000 scholar-
ship attached to her Commis-
sioner's Postgraduate Leadership
Award. Memphis rifle's Levi
Clark was also recognized as the

AAC's At-Large Male Scholar-
Athlete of the Year on Wednes-
day.
"I can't be prouder of Stasia in

getting this recognition for her
tremendous accomplishments.
From what she's done throughout
her collegiate career on the pitch
to what's she's achieved in the
classroom, it's so well-deserved,"
head coach Brooks Monaghan
said. "She's been such influential
piece not only to our team but to

The American's all-time assist
leader capped her collegiate ca-
reer with four goals and 29 as-
sists. She also anchored a
defensive line that pitched 12
shutouts in 2019, helping the
Tigers to the regular-season con-
ference title.
After being named second team
Academic All-America by
CoSIDA in 2018, Mallin earned
two first team honors in 2019 as
voted by CoSIDA and United
Soccer Coaches. The Carmel, In-
diana native earned a 3.981 GPA
with a degree in biomedical en-
gineering, graduating summa
cum laude.
"Being able to play soccer at the
highest possible level while also
pursuing a degree was the most
rewarding experience I've ever
had," Mallin said of her time at
the UofM. "It wasn't always
easy, but the lessons I learned on
how to be a better teammate and
leader will help me for years
down the road in my future ca-
reer."
Named a 2020 NCAA Woman

of the Year candidate earlier this
month, she was a member of the
Alpha Eta Mu Beta national bio-
medical engineering honors so-
ciety, the Tau Beta Pi
engineering honors society and
the Alpha Epsilon Delta health
professional honors society. She
was also Memphis' recipient of
the Elma Roane Award in 2020,
honoring a female student-ath-
lete with drive, enthusiasm and
determination while maintaining
a concern for others.
In the community, she served as
an undergraduate research assis-
tant in Memphis' biomedical en-
gineering department,
volunteered at Target House/St.
Jude Children's Research Hospi-
tal and at FedEx House/Le Bon-
heur Children's Hospital.

Mallin plans to enroll in med-
ical school and pursue a career in
orthopedic surgery, sports medi-
cine or sports psychiatry.

“We are a company com-
mitted to providing ammu-
nition support to the U.S.
military, as defined
through our mission state-
ment to ‘Build better am-
munition in America, to
create community, power
defense, and conserve our
heritage’,” said Jason
Vanderbrink, President of
Federal Ammunition. “We
are extremely pleased with
this prestigious contract
award, as it validates the
high level of trust the U.S.
military has with our new
and innovative products.”
munition weight as compared to
legacy brass-cased ammunition.
These performance benefits de-
liver a significant increase in
overall weapon system effective-
ness for the NGCT program.
“We are a company committed

to providing ammunition support
to the U.S. military, as defined
through our mission statement to
‘Build better ammunition in
America, to create community,
power defense, and conserve our
heritage’,” said Jason Vander-
brink, President of Federal Am-
munition. “We are extremely
pleased with this prestigious
contract award, as it validates the
high level of trust the U.S. mili-
tary has with our new and inno-
vative products.”

“Our use of a proprietary high-
performance alloy cartridge case
will provide the U.S. Army
NGCT Team with an excellent
ammunition platform for evalu-
ation of advanced Next Genera-
tion weapon concept
performance. Program results
will serve to inform the direction
of future Next Generation
weapon technology decisions for
the U.S. Army,” said David Leis,
Federal’s VP of Law Enforce-
ment, Government and Interna-
tional Sales. “Ammunition
products utilizing this special-
ized alloy cartridge case technol-
ogy will be made available for
commercial and foreign sales in
the near future.”

Federal ammunition can be
found at dealers nationwide or
purchased online direct from
Federal. For more information
on all products from Federal or
to shop online, visit www.feder-
alpremium.com.

Stasia Mallin earns Commissioner’s Postgraduate Leader-
ship Award. (Photo/Courtesy: UofM Athletics)

her fellow classmates and in the
Memphis community during her
last four years here. She fully en-
compasses what a true student-
athlete is."

A semifinalist for the 2019
MAC Hermann Trophy, Mallin's
final season in Blue and Gray
yielded United Soccer Coaches
first team All-America honors
and first team All-Conference
accolades after a record-breaking
senior campaign.


